in the middle oi the night, he would have been able to
quote The existence of capital without oppression of
nationalities is as impossible as the existence of Socialism
without liberation of oppicsscd nations and freedom for
all nationalities *
He could not tell that the second half of Stalin's pro-
posals would have been of much more immediate use to
him, and that, fiom every point of view, it would have
been better if the Piavda had reached him as a whole
So far as clandestine political activity was concerned,
though he had experience under Kolchak behind him,
Andrei was soon forced to admit that his pupils could
hardly be bettered These men who never wrote anything
down astonished him by the exactness of their memories
This applied particularly to Suzar, the boy who had come
and shaken hands with Andrei at the first meeting
It was now May, and the rumour ran that Ungern would
soon be leaving Urga The Baron had requisitioned enor-
mous quantities of livestock and supplies His men had
new uniforms Nobody knew for certain whether he pro-
posed to march towards the Great Wall or the Soviet
frontier This was just what Andrei must find out before
he set off again
Suzar had managed to get into touch with a few
soldiers in Ungern's division a Tatar, a Mongol, a Bunat,
and three Russians
The Tatar, whose cheeks were pitted with smallpox,
dreamed every night about his native town, Astrakhan,
and he was ready to do anything to get back there The
Mongol had been summoned by Makeev, on the day when
Ungern left Dauna, to identify a dying horse The officer
had kicked him The man had forgotten all about the kick,
but he had never forgiven the officer for his indifference
about the horse's death The Bunat, for his part, had
acted as driver for Makeev and Laurenz the last night of
Laurenz's life, and he had finished off the colonel
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